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Graduate & Professional Student Assembly
March 9th, 2015
Bache Auditorium, Malott Hall
5:30 – 7:00 P.M.

I. Welcome and Introductions
Meeting called to order at 5:33pm.
1. Introduction of voting members, 1 min.
Voting Members Present: J. Balaes, J. Bergfalk, T. Bollu, J. Goldberg, A. Jones, W. Nicholson, H. Roberts, C. Rosenbaum, K. Schlauraff, I. Small, T. Snider, A. Thomson, R. Walroth, K. Weng Wong, L. Xu, C. Yao
Voting Members Absent: C. Best

II. Approval of the Minutes
1. February 23rd, 2015, 1 min.
Minutes were approved as printed. 

III. Presentations
1. GPCI Updates, 40 min
a. Jan Allen – J. Allen will postpone her presentation until April since there is a survey underway concerning her working group.
b. Janna Lamey  - J. Lamey introduced herself as part of the family services working group and personally works in collaboration with students about environment, student life and programming effort. This working group was formed before the GPCI document was published and it meets monthly. She went over student family demographics and talked about how the working group communicates with families. Objective 1 is to ensure students have access to information about resources for students with families. They are working on a website for new students with families. Objective 2 is to foster a supportive campus climate for graduate and professional students with families. Objective 3 is to ensure graduate and professional students have access to affordable child care options. The last objective is to provide support for and inclusion of student partners and spouses. 
Future directions for Spring 2015 semester include completing the family website, understanding federal requirement (Title IX), ensuring an inclusive environment for student parents, and creating a student partner campus club for the 1200 students who have spouses on campus. She then opened the floor to questions and concerns. D. Citron asked about childcare expenses and what the working group is doing to drive down those costs. She informed everyone the childcare grant that offers $1700-$1800 and elaborated on its eligibility rules. Postdoctoral researchers are not eligible of childcare grant program since they are employees and not students. Anyone interested in joining the working group can email her. 

IV. Reports of Officers and Committee Updates, 20 min.
1. Executive Committee (R. Walroth)
No updates.
2. Operations and Staffing (T. Bollu)
No updates.
3. Appropriations (S. Chandrasekaran)
No updates.
4. Communications (M. Daniels)
The committee is working on the student website and list serves.
5. Finance Commission (H. Nguyen)
The committee allocated money last week and has around $10,000 left for the rest of the semester. It will meet again in the second week of April.
6. Student Advocacy (J. Goldberg, M. Carignano)
The date decided for Dine and Discuss is Monday, April 27th at the Big Red Barn. An invitation will be sent out soon. The committee is looking for volunteers to facilitate discussion.
7. Faculty Awards (D. Citron)
The nomination period is ongoing. D. Citron asked everyone to forward the nomination email to their department and to continue sending in nominations.
8. Diversity and International Students (K. Herleman)
No updates.
9. Programming Board (L. Munguia) 
The next interschool mixer is planned for March 19th and the schools mixing include College of Human Ecology and Anthropology. 
Grad Ball will be on April 25th at the Museum of the Earth. R. Walroth brought up rescheduling of the Ball due to conflict with Charter Weekend. 
10. Sustainability Committee
The committee has been discussing a possible summer session on how to be conscious of the environment while in lab.

V. New Business
1. Break out session: Open Course Evaluations
J. Fridman, Undesignated SA Representative, presented R. 29 Calling for Implementation of Open Course Evaluations last fall that passed with unanimous consent.  It stated Cornell should develop a committee that looks into Open Course Evaluations since most courses do not have comprehensive course descriptions. This would be similar to the Yale Blue Book. The course descriptions would have 4 quantitative categories including workload, student recommendations, use of class for major vs. distribution requirements, and additional comments. Deans did not show interest in such a committee; thus, Fridman came to the GPSA for support. Open course evaluations are a conversation in CALS and College of Engineering, but the resolution would implement it University wide.
He asked for support to construct a working group and investigate this topic further. One of the groups, with mostly humanities students, discussed concerns about commodification of courses and dropped enrollment in ‘hard’ enrollment courses. K. Streahle asked about privacy of this forum and J. Fridman said students would require a net ID for access to evaluations. 
2. Resolution 7 – Call for an engaged and transparent conversation with the larger body of graduate and professional students
Based on recent administration decisions, the leadership of the GPSA proposed a resolution to ensure students are informed of new policies. The resolution considers open public commentary as well as an executive session when new policies are being considered. If the grad school administration decides an open session is not possible, they would be required to provide a reason to the GPSA leadership under the resolution. 
N. Rogers asked the sponsors to include students’ interpretation of shared governance in the resolution. R. Walroth said the administration only wants opinions from trustees and assembly leadership and this exclusiveness is the primary problem with shared governance. N. Rogers also said the language of the resolution is not precise and should be changed. C. Rosenbaum said specific time constraints for implementation of the resolution should be included. N. Baran proposed defining the role of the GPSA in the resolution. 
R. Walroth asked for a motion to defer vote on the resolution to the next scheduled GPSA meeting that passed and discussion of the resolution is deferred to the next meeting. 

VI. Open Forum, 8 min. 
J. Allen asked if everyone got information about fitness centers reimbursements. R. Walroth requested everyone to fill out the survey on recommendations for the Olin lecturer. The VET School open house is scheduled for April 11th.
Respectfully submitted,
Aastha Wadhwa
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