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MINUTES
Graduate & Professional Student Assembly
January 26th, 2014
Bache Auditorium, Malott Hall
5:30 – 7:00 P.M.

I. Welcome and Introductions
1. Introduction of voting members, 1 min.
R. Walroth called the meeting to order at 5:31pm. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Voting Members Present: J. Balaes, J. Bergfalk, C. Best, T. Pratap Bolu, J. Goldberg, A. Jones, I. Roberts, K. Schlauraff, I. Small, T. Snider, R. Walroth, C. Yao
Voting Members Absent: K. Weng Wong, W. Nicholson, L. Xu, A. Bybee-Finley, A. Thomson

II. Approval of the Minutes
1. December 1st, 2014, 1 min.
The minutes were approved as printed.

III. Presentations
1. GPCI Updates, 40 min
The GPCI Initiative was started almost 2 years ago. Two groups will present updates and are looking for feedback.
a. Jan Allen
J. Allen went over the objectives of her working group. Their first objective is to improve opportunities for meaningful interactions and interdisciplinary collaborations across the graduate and professional student community. Objective 2 is an effort to increase connectedness. One of the efforts to meet this objective is a leadership retreat where members of executive board of different organizations will communicate and collaborate. Objective 3 encourages personal development and growth that Cornell will encourage by compiling a list of all department teaching and research awards. Objective 4 is to improve integration and communication across department and units. This will involve graduate students coming together in interdisciplinary groups to talk about research and journals. She then asked the students for feedback on more objectives they would like to see added to the GPCI initiative. R. Grabowski asked about any prospective plans to increase a sense of community for graduate students around the Big Red Barn. She believes there is already a great sense of community at Cornell but the administration is trying to increase that by sending out a survey to gauge student responses. There is another working group that focuses solely on the Big Red Barn and its sense of community. 
b. Helen Steh 
H. Steh, manager of transportation services, said her working group started last spring. They are looking for students to join the committee, especially law students. She presented the members of the working group and went over its objectives and efforts. Office thinks they have completed these objectives but would like feedback to discern if there are more underlying issues. Objective 1 is centered on accessible and cheap parking permits. One of the nearly completed items under objective 1 is parking and transportation services for disabled and pregnant persons. The working group has accepted two objectives from the housing working group having to do with Ithaca Carshare and reducing cost of parking at Hasbrouck and Maplewood. She then went over objective 2 similarly and shared several action items that still need review and discussion, followed by opening the floor to feedback and questions. 
There will be presentations from more working groups from GPCI next week.

IV. Reports of Officers and Committee Updates, 20 min.
1. Executive Committee (R. Walroth)
No updates. Sustainability Committee will have its first meeting soon. A member for the trustee nomination committee is needed. 
2. Appropriations (S. Chandrasekaran)
The committee met with all byline-funded groups and their information will be summarized by next month. Applications for fall funding will be due at the end of the semester.
3. Communications (M. Daniels)
The committee is working on the monthly Buzz, a graduate student newsletter. They are interviewing one graduate/professional student per month to highlight graduate students.
4. Finance Commission (C. Wider)
No updates
5. Student Advocacy (J. Goldberg, M. Carignano)
The committee has reserved a spot for Dine and Discuss. They need more people to join committee and help plan events. If anyone has any ideas for events or for Dine and Discuss, talk to the chairs.
6. Faculty Awards (D. Citron)
No updates
7. Diversity and International Students (K. Herleman)
The diversity dinner before winter break was successful. She introduced the upcoming events for the semester.
8. Programming Board (L. Munguia) 
The Board needs people to help plan grad ball this semester. Their first meeting will be on February 2nd at 5pm in WSH, if anyone is interested in joining. They will also begin hosting meet and greet events after GPSA meetings in February. 

V. New Business
1. Election of Voting Member at Large, 5 min.
T. Bollu nominated himself. He was elected voting member at large by unanimous consent. 
2. Election of Finance Commission Chair, 5 min.
I. Small nominated H. Long Nguyen and he was elected finance commission chair by unanimous consent.
3. Election of Vice President of Operations, 10 min.
T. Bollu nominated himself followed by a brief introduction. His main goals as VPO will be to increase representation at the assembly and to diversify the leadership. He was elected Vice President of Operations for spring semester by unanimous consent.

VI. Open Forum, 8 min. 
1. EARS - Mia Tootill, 3 min.
M. Tootill talked about Gannett’s EARS programs. They have a specific program for graduated students that lasts 12 weeks where students are trained to serve as counselors. Since the service is historically underused by graduate students, she will appreciate advertisement to each field. 

C. Rosenbaum said they she is working on a resolution to allow pets in residential buildings.

C. Best announced the Office of Diversity and Inclusion is having a competition to look for Graphic Diversity and Design talent. She is recruiting a panel of judges and she would appreciate an email from interested individuals. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:51pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Aastha Wadhwa
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