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MINUTES
Graduate & Professional Student Assembly
February 9th, 2014
Bache Auditorium, Malott Hall
5:30 – 7:00 P.M.


I. Welcome and Introductions
R. Walroth called the meeting to order at 5:32pm.
a. Introduction of voting members, 1 min.
Voting Members Present: J. Bergfalk, C. Best, J. Goldberg, I. Roberts, K. Schlauraff, I. Small, R. Walroth, C. Yao, A. Thomson, K. Weng Wong, W. Nicholson, L. Xu
Voting Members Absent: T. Snider, J. Balaes, A. Bybee-Finley, A. Jones, T. Bollu

II. Approval of the Minutes
a. January 26, 2015, 1 min.
A. Thompson was not present at the previous meeting. The minutes were approved with the attendance correction. 

III. Presentations
a. President Skorton and Vice President Murphy, 30 min.
President Skorton thanked the assembly and the predecessors for their work with graduate students and the administration. He has discussed the shared governance system with President-elect Garret who will continue to have a close working relationship with graduate students. S. Murphy said work on GPCI will go on and she encouraged students to participate with the working groups. 
A. Thomson shared financial information specific to the VET school as background information and said students are livid about the $350 health fee. He sent out a survey to VET students who believe they should not have to pay a fee despite having private insurance. He asked for justification for the fee, scope of services offered at Gannett, and a reason for why students were not consulted before the fee was implemented. President Skorton said the two main complaints he receives concerning Gannett are quality of care and lack of access. Gannett’s allocation does not meet its demand and the purpose of the fee is to balance that budget. There is no question Gannett needs more revenue soon and there is no way to keep the health professionals without implementing the fee. He apologized for the lack of financial transparency. S. Murphy gave listed several services that will be offered once the fee is implemented. The administration will appreciate feedback, especially from professional schools. Students who are not covered under SHIP need to be explained the benefits of the health fee. Healthcare provider networks are shrinking and this fee will help to cover all students regardless of their insurance program. 
N. Rogers inquired about the Gannett budget and allocation. President Skorton said Gannett is mainly financed by the University and the new fee is a minority of the budget. Some of the money comes from the capitation as well. After the health fee is implement, fee-for-service will decrease. 
A. Thomson asked about transportation concerns in light of recent deaths in the community and possible steps the administration will be taking in terms of cleaning sidewalks and providing better lighting. Conversations concerning pedestrian safety include carbon footprint, speed bumps, and traffic regulations. K. Zoner, Chief of the Cornell Police and M. Brady will share ideas to increase safety. 
A. Loiben brought up financial and tax information for fellowship money. Murphy said it is not a Cornell specific regulation but rather national and she will follow-up. 
J. Bergfalk thanked President Skorton for his work with the GPSA and wished him luck for his future endeavors.


IV. Reports of Officers and Committee Updates
a. Executive Committee (R. Walroth)
K. Weng Wong said the leadership had office hours with President Skorton. There will be a student discussion with him about the health fee. Students also raised transparency issues. Students from Weill will come to the Ithaca Campus for Charter Day, April 24th, and she asked for members who would be interested in hosting fellow students.
b. Appropriations (S. Chandrasekaran)
No updates.
c. Communications (M. Daniels)
No updates.
d. Finance Commission (C. Wider)
H. Nguyen said next week is the last chance for block funding.
e. Student Advocacy (J. Goldberg, M. Carignano)
Dine and Discuss events are being downsized due to time restraints.
f. Faculty Awards (D. Citron)
No updates.
g. Diversity and International Students (K. Herleman)
No updates.
h. Programming Board (L. Munguia)
The Board is hosting its first interschool mixer of the semester on Thursday. They will also host a GPSA meet and greet after the next meeting at the Big Red Barn. It will serve to generate interest in the group and to discuss possible areas of collaboration.
i. Sustainability Meeting – The Committee is brainstorming possible directions it would like to move in. Members will meet again in the first week of March.

V. New Business
a. Election of University Assembly Representative, 5 min.
T. Bollu stepped down as UA Rep. J. Bergfalk nominated himself and won by unanimous consent.
b. Resolution 6, A Resolution Regarding Support for Advanced Graduate Students, 30 min.
[bookmark: _GoBack]C. Yao presented a resolution on this subject last semester.  She recapped on the importance of the resolution. As of last fall, the graduate school implemented a reduced tuition for 6th and 7th year students and the reduction is highly appreciated. However, there is leftover concern. She gathered evidence and Cornell’s tuition is still higher than its peer-institutions’. This resolution calls on the graduate school to discuss a possibility of reduced tuition beyond 7th year and what happens when funding runs out. She thanked everyone on the feedback she received on the resolution and opened the floor to questions and comments on the resolution. 
M. Tootil proposed an amendment to focus attention on the plight of international students; she also corrected the living expense amount suggested by ISSO to $26,537. Grammatical mistakes were corrected by unanimous consent. Following a motion to call the question, the resolution was passed with a vote of 13-0 with 0 abstentions. 

VI. Open Forum, 5 min.
J. Goldberg asked about the protocol to spread information about field representative seats on the GPSA. K. Weng Wong said the primary way is through the DJS releasing information. Another resource is the Buzz that will increase interest in the GPSA. N. Rogers said department and fields get funding ($200) for a representative being on the GPSA.
R. Walroth asked members to email President Skorton directly with any comments or questions. K. Weng Wong said transportation safety was brought up during President Skorton’s office hours and the issue of Big Red Shuttle was discussed so students do not have to walk home late at night.
R. Walroth adjourned the meeting at 6:25pm. 

Respectfully submitted,
Aastha Wadhwa
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