MINUTES
Graduate and Professional Student Assembly
April 21st, 2014
5:30am - 7:00am
Warren Hall

I. Welcome and Introductions
M. Dumas called the meeting to order at 5:33pm.

Voting members present: D. Bunck, A. Bybee Finley, M. Carignano, G. Danies Turano, J. De Castro, F. Doerflinger, M. Dumas, S. Hsieh, A. M’nebhi, A. Moore, E. Murnane, E. Newbury, A. Powell, S. Seller, I. Small, T. Sorg, C. Yao

Voting members absent: M. Chen

II. Approval of Minutes
i. Approval of Minutes from April 7, 2014 (1 minute)
    The minutes were approved as printed. 

III. Presentations
i. David Skorton, President of Cornell University (30 minutes)
[bookmark: _GoBack]President Skorton started his presentation for the GPSA with comments about presidential transition. He said he was thankful for a chance to work at an environment like Cornell which comprises a broad range of activities and disciplines. He shared there is an active search committee for the next University president and it is open to public opinion. He hopes to intensify two different kinds of issues before the end of his term- green issues that always need to be worked on such as communication and transparency and issues members would like to pay more attention to.
F. Doerflinger asked about recreation centers and the priority given to them. President Skorton shared he stopped infrastructure projects from going forward when recession hit the country till liquid assets can be used to pay for the projects. Although the University does not have a surplus yet, it does have a balanced budget and he said he is optimistic about future growth. 
J. De Castro asked about programs Cornell has for nontraditional students who return to school after spending time in the workforce. President Skorton thinks Cornell is becoming open to dialog on this topic. He was asked about the future of such students including their financial responsibility. B. Knuth took over and informed members about an Assistant Dean whose purpose is to serve students with families. The department will be partnering with Human Resources to open career opportunities to spouses.  
A. Bybee-Finley asked what President Skorton thinks about the role of the next President in combating student debt and unemployment amongt graduate students after graduation. President Skorton shared three ways that will help reduce debt- attenuating cost of going to graduate school, attenuating cost of running the University, and finally, coming up with other revenue resources that will subsidize graduate school costs. He thinks we will see attenuation in the rate of rise of the cost of graduate school in the near future because of pressure from states. He personally spends more time working on costs incurred by international students. 
E. Newbury wondered how the next President could strengthen relations with the city of Ithaca to ensure off-campus housing. President Skorton does not think the University should want for the next President to improve relations but rather it should be an ongoing process. The problems that lead to tension between the city and the University are job security and revenue sources and these cannot be alleviated permanently.
D. Bunck asked about the President’s role in advocating for revenue for graduate facilities. President Skorton said he is on the front-line for lobbying for resources. He thinks students themselves going to Washington to lobby are much effective. He encouraged the leadership of the GPSA to invite VP University Relations to talk more about graduate student advocacy. 
ii. Graduate Student Trustee Candidates, K. Ann Bybee-Finley and Annie O'Toole (10 minutes)
Both candidates for graduate student trustee candidates gave a brief introduction about themselves and their campaign. K. Ann Bybee-Finley, a second year graduate student in the field of Crop and Soil Sciences, talked about her research and her experience on the Programming Board. She said her specialty is connectivity, and facilitating discussions on important topics such as divestment, student debt. She shared that is pursuing a PhD in agronomy. 
Annie O’Toole, first year law student, shared her experience as a Finance Director for Congressman Rush Holt. She believes she has developed leadership skills that will place her well on the Board of Trustees. Her campaign is centered around three principles- engagement, safety, and affordability and she went on to explain more about each principle.
iii. Daniel Roth, Director of Sustainability Office (10 minutes)
D. Roth said he was at the GPSA meeting to address the topic of Cornell’s carbon neutrality by 2025 and the role labs play in that goal. He shared facts about how fume hoods and cold storage affect carbon footprint and then gave some helpful advice graduate students can incorporate in their lab practice to contribute towards the goals of neutrality. 
He talked about a program being developed by the Office to train graduate students on becoming Green Lab Leaders. GPSA’s role in the program would be providing feedback, helping fall participants, Some of the GPSA’s roles would be proving feedback on training, helping recruit and co-sponsoring Green Lab networking events at the Big Red Barn. 
N. Baran asked about plastics, especially in bio labs that depend on sterilization and labs that cannot adhere to the prescribed techniques. D. Roth informed the members about an upcoming pipette-recycling program. The program being developed is customizable to each lab that ensures that safety is not compromised while reducing carbon footprint. F. Doerflinger asked about the division of the 8 hours of training, which will be made up of a half-fay and the leftover 4 hours worked around the student’s schedule. 

IV. Reports of Officers and Committee Updates
i. Executive Committee- M. Dumas (2 minutes)
C. Yao said she has created a cheat sheet for stipend charges and will send it to  the members soon. E. Newbury presented a quick end of the year summary on field representatives. She will also soon send out a survey to encourage participation. C. Yao announced the new external committees- Council on Hazing Prevention and Gorge Safety and then gave a summary on external and internal committees. There are 8 unfilled positions at the end of the year. 
ii. Appropriations- I. Small (2 minutes)
I. Small reminded everyone Appropriations Chair stays from December to December. 
iii. Communications- G. Choe (2 minutes)
E. Newbury encouraged interest in the committee for potential members for next year. 
iv. Finance Commission- D. Kuhlmann (2 minutes)
D. Kuhlmann said the committee met for the last time for the year and has $40,000 left, out of which $20,000 is for the summer and $20,000 will rollover to the next year. He encouraged anyone who is interested in joining the committee to volunteer at Annual Fund Day next year. He also announced any field that gets money from the commission will need to send a representative. 
v. Graduate & Professional Student Programming Board- K. Bybee Finley (2 minutes)
K. Bybbee Finely announced Ethic Week starts on Thursday. The last interschool mixer for the year will be held on Thursday and the two departments are Chemistry and Chemical Engineering. Grad Ball is on Saturday and tickets are available online. She informed the members of some additional information such as timings and pickup locations for the Grad Ball.
vi. Student Advocacy- F. Doerflinger (2 minutes)
F. Doerflinger handed in report of Dine and Discuss to the Board and Graduate School. The committee will try to enforce policies that were discussed this year. 
vii. Faculty Awards- A. Powell (2 minutes)
A. Powell thanked the committee for their work and announced the 3 winners of the Faculty Awards- Bill Frye, 
viii. Diversity & International Students- C. Carter (2 minutes)
No updates. 

V. New Business
i. Elections of 2014-2015 Executive Board and Committee Chairs (20 minutes)
The next order of business was to elect the Executive Board, Committee Chairs, and representatives to the University Assembly for the 2014-15 year. The current voting members and field representatives were allowed to vote. 
C. Yao nominated R. Walroth for President of GPSA. He accepted the nominated and was voted president unanimously.  
C. Yao nominated Katherine Weng Wong for Executive Vice President and she accepted the nomination. She was voted EVP unanimously. 
C. Yao nominated Andrea Gardner for VP of Operations. She accepted the nomination. F. Doerflinger nominated T. Sorg but he declined the nomination. A. Garnder was voted VP unanimously. 
C. Yao nominated Nicole Baran for Counsel. She accepted the nomination and was voted Counsel. 
The assembly then moved to electing Chairs of Committees.  
F. Doerflinger nominated J. Goldberg and M. Carignano for Co-Chairs for Advocacy Committee but they declined the nomination. Paul Berry was nominated; he accepted the nomination and was voted Chair. 
Finance Committee- Pauline
C. Yao nominated E. Taylor for Chair of Programming Board an she accepted the nomination. A. Bybee-Finley nominated K. Schlauraff for the position but she declined the nomination. Ellen Taylor was voted Chair. 
A. Powell nominated Daniel Citron for Chair of Faculty Awards. He accepted the nomination and was voted Chair. 
There were no nominations for Chair of Diversity and International Committee. The position will be filled at the next meeting in the fall. 
C. Yao nominated Communications- Meghan
E. Newbury nominated Jeffery Bergfalk and Cora Best for UA Representatives. They accepted the nominated and were voted to be representatives. 

VI. Open Forum
i. Open Forum (5 minutes)
D. Citron announced the upcoming STEM colloquium hosted by the Physics Department. It is a series of weekly meetings that start in June and he encouraged everyone to attend.  
E. Newbury invited everyone to the Big Red Barn after the meeting to celebrate the year. 
S. Seller announced a $5 dog wash by the VET School, on April 27th, 11-3pm. 11-3pm. 
I. Small thanked the executive committee for their hard work this year. 

R. Walroth adjourned the meeting at 6:52pm. 

Respectfully submitted,
Aastha Wadhwa
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