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Graduate and Professional Student Assembly
April 7th, 2014
5:30pm - 7:00pm
Warren Hall
I. Welcome and Introductions
a. Introduction of voting members (1 minute)
M. Dumas called the meeting to order at 5:32pm.

Voting members present: D. Bunck, A. Bybee Finley, M. Carignano, M. Chen, G. Danies Turano, J. De Castro, F. Doerflinger, M. Dumas, A. M’nebhi, A. Moore, E. Newbury, A. Powell, S. Seller, I. Small, C. Yao

Voting members absent: S. Hsieh, E. Murnane, T. Sorg 

II. Approval of Minutes
a. March 24, 2014 (1 minute)
C. Yao proposed to clarify that Bright Horizons is available to graduate students in N. Lee’s presentation. The minutes were approved as amended. 

III. Presentations
a. Stephanie Hilz, GPWomeN (15 minutes)
S. Hilz started the presentation by introducing the Executive Board of GPWomeN, a newly founded organization. It was founded last spring in part by a 2012 resolution to build professional development for graduate women. The mission statement of the organization is “A unified voice for Cornell’s graduate and professional student women.” It serves as an umbrella organization for other organizations with similar ideas on campus. Some of their roles include fostering collaborations between other organizations as well as organizing networking and leadership events and publicizing events. She then went over some of the events organized by the organized by GPWomeN last semester and announced the upcoming events. At this point, the floor was opened to questions. A. Bybee-Finley asked if men could join and was told GPWomeN welcomes men. E. Newbury asked about plans for next year. S. Hilz said they focused on infrastructure this year and next year they will work on developing their mentorship program to pair graduate women with incoming freshmen. 

b. Xine Yao, GPCI Update (10 minutes)
C. Yao explained the work they have done on Graduate and Professional Community Initiative. The groups meet once a month and have been meeting with Directors of Graduate Studies to work on issues. 

IV. Reports of Officers and Committee Updates
a. Executive Committee (M. Dumas) (2 minutes)
M. Dumas announced President Skorton will be joining the next GPSA meeting. She asked the members to pass any questions they might have for President Skorton to the GPSA leadership. Elections for committee chairs as well as the executive board for the upcoming academic year will be held at the next meeting. 

b. Appropriations (I. Small) (2 minutes)
No updates.
c. Communications (G. Choe) (2 minutes)
E. Newbury asked anyone interested in the Communications Committee to contact her. 
d. Finance Commission (D. Kuhlmann) (2 minutes)
C. Yao sent an email with details about the delegation of money. 
e. Graduate & Professional Student Programming Board (K. Bybee Finley) (1 minute)
K. Bybee-Finely announced the Grad Ball is on April 26th and tickets are now available for purchase. 
f. Student Advocacy (F. Doerflinger) (2 minutes)
No updates.
g. Faculty Awards (A. Powell) (2 minutes)
A. Powell announced the nomination period is now closed and he received a great response for Faculty Awards. He said the Communications Committee was very helpful in getting the word out about nomination period.
h. Diversity & International Students (C. Carter) (2 minutes)
C. Carter announced an upcoming event on April 21st at the AD White House organized by the Students of Color Organization along with other committees. Members of the community will be recognized at this event and awarded for their contributions. 

V. New Business
a. Election of 2014-2015 Voting Members, Breakout by Division (30 minutes)
M. Dumas explained the procedure for election of the voting members. There will be 4 caucuses- Humanities, Physical Sciences, Social Sciences, and Biological Sciences and each will have an assigned number of seats. The term of the voting members is June 1st, 2014 – May 31st, 2015. If a seat is not filled during the caucus, it will become an at-large seat and anyone may run for it. She clarified that for physical sciences at least one seat voting member must be from the engineering department and at least one member from a non-engineering department. The new voting members will be voting for the executive board at the next meeting. 
The members broke into their caucuses at 5:30pm and came back to announce results of voting period at 6:27pm. M. Dumas thanked all the current voting members for their work this past year. She then announced the voting members for the upcoming academic year. 
Biological Sciences- I. Small, C. Best, A. Bybee-Finely
Humanities- J. Goldberg, K. Bybee-Finely, C. Yao. K. Schlauraff
Physical Sciences- K. Wei Wong, R. Walroth, J. Bergfalk, A. Gardner
Social Sciences- P. Berry, W. Nicholson, L. Xu, T. Snider
	
VI. Open Forum
a. Open Forum (5 minutes)
M. Dumas adjourned the meeting at 6:29pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Aastha Wadhwa 
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